








<Your address>

The Rt Hon Eric Pickles MP

Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government

Department for Communities and Local Government

Eland House, Bressenden Place

London SW1E 5DU

Dear Mr Pickles,

Application NY/2011/0328/ENV

I am writing to ask you to call in this application for a municipal waste incinerator at Allerton Park in North Yorkshire. I believe that this application should be dealt with at a public inquiry, for the following reasons:

1. No proper public consultation has been carried out

The only consultation held, in December 2005, asked residents to choose their preference from two options, both of which included incineration. It was subsequently acknowledged that the consultation had not been carried out correctly and would be re-run. This has not happened.

2. North Yorkshire County Council has a large financial stake, and is not objective on the application

The £65m PFI contract for this project was the largest sum of money ever committed to any project by North Yorkshire Councillors. The total sum of money expected to be spent over the lifetime of the project is around £1.4bn. NYCC has been working with AmeyCespa in partnership for over a year. All Councillors on the Planning Committee voted on the plans at the Full Council meeting on 15 December, 2010. All but one voted in favour. This will widely be seen as a predetermined application, and the Councillors will not be seen as acting objectively.

3. North Yorkshire has no adopted Waste Framework

North Yorkshire’s Waste and Minerals Framework was thrown out by a government inspector in 2008. North Yorkshire has not yet completed work on a new Waste and Minerals Framework, having only just completed the first of several rounds of consultation.

4. The proposals are based on outdated information

The Joint Municipal Waste Strategy behind this proposed facility was drawn up between 2002 and 2006. It has been overtaken by events. Waste volumes have now been on a downward trend for several years, and recycling rates are already approaching the 2020 target, so that the anticipated tonnage of residual waste (320,000 tonnes per year) will not be available unless recycling is scaled back. This would contravene PPS10, which says that waste facilities should not prejudice movement up the waste hierarchy. 

5. Huge public concern over the proposal warrants a public inquiry

Over 10,000 people have signed petitions against the plans, and demonstrations have taken place in towns and cities across North Yorkshire. 

For all these reasons, I urge you to call in the application for consideration at a public inquiry.

Yours sincerely,

